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College Enrollment Data Reported by the National Student Clearinghouse

Enrollment data from the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) always come with a small cau-
tion. A few students who are actually enrolled can be missed. NSC claims that it ““covers 99% of
all postsecondary students in public and private U.S. institutions.”

Here are some exceptions noted in past experiences analyzing NSC data. Military academies
and a few other institutions do not report enrollment data to the Clearinghouse. We have also
found that the names of foreign students occasionally change as students move from high school
to college creating matching problems. Thus, a small number of students who appear in the
“Post Grad Unknown’” column are actually enrolled. There is no reason to suspect, however,
that the number of missed students has changed over the past five or six years.

The most noteworthy college enrollment trend reported in the 2015-2019 table on page 1 is the
decrease in overall college enrollment from LQ IR RQO\ LQ . That GHFUHDVH
LQ HQURWPHQW LV IRXQG DOPRWW HQWLUHO\ LQ WKH -\HDU 6FKRR0 column, and it appears to corre-
spond to a similar
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https://nscresearchcenter.org/current-term-enrollment-estimates/?hilite=%27enrollment%27%2C%272020%27
https://nscresearchcenter.org/current-term-enrollment-estimates/?hilite=%27enrollment%27%2C%272020%27
https://nscresearchcenter.org/stay-informed/
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