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disproportionately affected by chronic absenteeism (Schoeneberger, 2012).  Concerns about chronic absentee-
ism and its negative impacts only intensified starting in March 2020 when many school districts both national-
ly and internationally shutdown and pivoted to remote learning due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  To this day, 
student and teacher quarantines due to COVID-19 exposures, as well as the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, are 
disrupting both school average daily attendance and chronic absenteeism rates. 
 
Chronic absenteeism data is an invaluable tool for school districts.  Regularly monitoring chronic absenteeism 
data is essential to identify chronically absent students well before they fall behind in school.  Fortunately, the 
Nassau BOCES Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) can help Nassau County school districts with their ef-
forts to combat chronic absenteeism at the district, building, grade, and individual student level. 
 
The Nassau BOCES IDW ñStudent Daily Absence Dashboardò can be found by logging into the Nassau  
BOCES IDW with your district credentials and password, clicking on the ñTeam Contentò folder, and then 
navigating to the ñStudent Daily Absence Dashboardò within the ñDashboardsò folder.  Figure 1 depicts the 
entire navigation pathway to arrive at this dashboard within the IDW Cognos platform.  Selecting the dash-
board produces a colorful page with a filter prompt section at the top and four bar graphs below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As shown in Figure 2 on the next page, immediately below the Nassau BOCES logo and dashboard title are 
dashboard filters where users select a school year and have the option of filtering the dashboard even further to 
compare students from different buildings, grade levels, and/or student-level subgroups.  The subgroups cur-
rently available for this dashboard are gender, ethnicity, poverty status, disability status, ELL eligibility, and 
grade level.  In addition, the user can filter the dashboard by the type of absence (i.e. Excused vs. Unexcused; 
In-School vs. Out-of-School Suspension).  *Please note that the dashboard automatically defaults to all stu-
dents enrolled district-wide during the current school year.  To change the default dashboard, users must 
choose among the available filters and click “Submit All Prompts” each time a different dashboard is desired. 
 
 
 

Figure 1.  The navigation pathway (i.e. “breadcrumb trail”) to find the Student 
Daily Absence Dashboard. 
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Once users select their desired filters and click ñSubmit All Promptsò (or leave the default dashboard as-is), 
four bar graphs appear at the bottom of the screen (Figure 3):   
 
 - Graph #1:  ñStudent Absences Grouped by Rangeò (top left) 
 - Graph #2:  ñTotal Absences by Monthò (top right) 
 - Graph #3:  ñTop 10 Days With Greatest Number of Absencesò (bottom left) 
 - Graph #4:  ñTop 10 Days With Fewest Number of Absences (Min. 1 Absence)ò (bottom right) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.  The student subgroup filters available in the Student Daily Absence Dashboard. 

Figure 3.  The four bar graphs comprising the Student Daily Absence Dashboard. 
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