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More important is analyzing the questions themselves to understand student success and/or student confu-
sion. Fortunately, most  multiple choice questions and all constructed response questions are available for anal-
ysis. Let’s view the two questions to see why the district’s and teacher’s students outperformed the County 
(Nassau County Region) on the more difficult question yet underperformed the County on the question that 
was easier for most students in Nassau County. Of course, the key is to ensure that this yearôs students 
learn the key concept that was not learned last year. The goal is not to teach to the question but to discover 
what foundational concept was not learned as effectively as it might have been.  Let’s view the two questions 
below knowing that they represent the exact same standard as identified on the previous page. 

Notice that the standard cited (Math 6.EE.B.5) makes reference to “solving an equation or inequality….” The 
two questions are almost identical in format, yet the relative performance on these questions is quite different.  
This teacher’s students underperformed the County (Region) on the easier question (Question 1) by 3.6%, yet 
they outperformed Region on the more difficult question (Question 16) by 11.5%. Why? Before reaching even 
a tentative conclusion, the Wrong Answer Summary Analysis (WASA Report) should be viewed. Remember 
there are two WASA Reports to check. First, let’s look at the standard “Table” version of the report below. 
The clear distractor here for Question 1 is the second response or “Answer B, “5.” But the few wrong answers 
for Question 16 are almost equally divided among the three circled wrong choices. Why? 
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