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Confined Space

Confined space requirements

Oregon OSHA's Confined Spaces standard, OAR 437-002-0146, is designed to protect workers who enter
permit-required confined spaces (permit spaces). General industry and construction employers are covered by
this rule. Employers must evaluate the workplace to determine if confined spaces exist. If the answer is yes, are
there hazards that make it a permit space? If hazards are found or introduced, you (the employer) must comply
with this rule. When you have mobile employees, determine if they will be exposed to confined spaces and

identify any physical or atmospheric hazards that make it a permit space.

Permit space entry

When employees enter a permit space, you must develop and implement a written program. A permit-required
confined space program is the employer’s plan for controlling and protecting employees from permit-space

hazards and regulating employee entry.

The following critical activities lay
the foundation for an effective
permit-space program.

CONFINED SPACE

ALL THREE of the following criteria must be present:

= |dentify permit spaces, evaluate
space hazards (may include
monitoring for atmospheric hazards)

« Decide if workers will enter (an
important component of entry is
hazard recognition; evaluate the
magnitude of the hazard and who

l_ 1) Large enough to enter and perform work
Space large enough to completely enter. Entry
occurs when any body part breaks the plane.

is affected, likelihood of hazard
occurrence and consequences, and the
potential for changing conditions)

= Eliminate or control the hazards;
maintain safe entry conditions for the
duration of entry

= Establish entry procedures and
prepare an entry permit

= Train employees on entry operations
and their responsibilities

= Plan for emergencies

Written program elements — For fixed
sites, your program must include the
location of all permit spaces. You will
need to develop a way for employees
to identify the space as a permit space;
signs, labels, or tags can be used to
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PERMIT-REQUIRED
CONFINED SPACE

ONE OR MORE of the following
hazards must be present:

|

Configuration hazard

Other recognized hazards

Atmospheric hazard

accomplish this. Your program must include:

= A procedure for issuing an entry permit

= Provisions for training employees about the

written program and entry permits

* Measures taken to prohibit unauthorized
employees from entering permit spaces

= The roles of entrants, attendants, entry

supervisors, rescuers, and those who test or

monitor the atmosphere in the space

= Provisions for training employees about their roles

= Duties of designated employees

< Instructions for identifying and evaluating hazards
= Methods for eliminating or controlling hazards
« |nstructions for using and maintaining equipment

< Instructions for coordinating entry with another employer

= Procedures for concluding entry and canceling the entry permit
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