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Circles and Community 

“ There can be no vulnerability without risk; there can be no 
community without vulnerability: there can be no peace, and 
ultimately no life, without community” M. Scott Peck

“If people stand long enough, they eventually begin to dance” 
George Carlin 
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Full Social Discipline Window 3
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5r1yvyP141U&t=60s


What Circles Accomplish 5
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Circle Example 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DzbDJBXjVlU

• Circle for change 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTr4v0eYigM

• Using Dialogue Circles to Support Classroom Management 
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Restorative Practices Continuum 7
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• Ranges from Informal to Formal Processes
• Affective Statements

• Affective Questions

• Small Impromptu Circles

• Small Impromptu Conferences 

• Group Process Pre -Conference 

• Formal Conference



Elementary and Middle School Circles 

• Arron Passes • Check-In Circle

• https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=MyPUY38blZQ
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Circle Examples 

• Definition of Success • Getting to know you 

• https://www.youtube.com/wa

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjVI-1XDX_Y&t=201s


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-RZYSTJAAo


Recap of Circles

• Create a safe space- especially in times of need.

• Allows for discussion around a topic were everyone has a voice and 
can be heard.

• Community building. 

• People to have a space to connect with each other and be valued. 

• Allows for support to be developed. 
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So why use this thing called a Circle

• Equality

• Equity

• Safety and Trust

• Responsibility

• Reminds you to facilitate

• Builds Connections

• Ownership
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Responsive  Circle 

• 20% of Circles

• Are intentional and address 
conflict and manage tension in 
the community. 
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Sequential Vs Non-sequential  Circles 15
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Secrets to Success

• Clear topic

• Set positive Tone

• Keep the focus

• Get some allies

• Use Silence

• Active listening 

• Pay attention to body language 
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Test Drive 

• Think of examples in your classroom that you can use Circles. 
What are they? 

• List them in the chat box.
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See You in the Circle 19
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